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The other day I happened to tune in to an interview with Cardinal George talking about the 
Catholics Come Home campaign.  He was talking about the drop off in church attendance 
by American Catholics.  In that discussion he mentioned something that resonated with 
me.  Studies have shown that those young Catholics who regularly attend Mass through 
the college years to the age of twenty-three will continue to actively participate in Mass in 
the years to come.  In other words, it is critical that young Catholic adults remain engaged 

in the life of the Church. 
 
Since Christmas I have been taking time to look at some parish demographics, as well as our financial situa-
tion.  I have also spent time praying over what I am seeing, as well as what I heard from the parish listening 
sessions.  While I have concerns about parish finances, I am much more concerned about the number of regis-
tered families who do not come and join the community at the Table of the Lord on Sunday.  The parish reg-
ister says that Divine Savior has almost 1,800 families.  But both Mass attendance and support of the Church 
tells a very different story.  In actuality, Divine Savior has around 850 families - active families. 
 
I have also taken time to look at our Religious Education program.  There are a little over 400 students (200+ 
families).  Beginning last year each class took a turn at the Sunday 10:00 a.m. liturgy.  What I have observed 
is that only around 30% of a given grade comes to the Mass, even though the date appears on the calendar and 
the catechists make reminder phone calls.  What I am seeing and I find it troubling is that somewhere there is 
a disconnect.  Families are good about having their children come for catechism class, but do not see the con-
nection between the classroom and the Mass.  It used to be said that “the family that prays together, stays to-
gether.” 
 
As pastor, I am responsible for the spiritual life of the people of Divine Savior.  This is something I take very 
seriously.  It has been for this reason I initiated the listening sessions as an important way to know all of you 
and to better understand the spiritual needs of the parish community.  It is difficult to pastor a community if 
one does not know whom they have been sent to pastor. 
 
Keeping this in mind, I have launched a project to meet individually with every family that has a child in Di-
vine Savior Religious Formation program.  Over the next six months I have scheduled time (15 minute ses-
sions) to meet with parents.  First and foremost, I see these interviews as a way to have a better understanding 
of our families and to hear what Church means for them.  The goal is have all families in the parish religious 
education program participating in the Sunday Mass.  Hence, the name of this project is Come to the Table. 
 
Obviously for me to meet with 200+ families over the next six months means investing a great deal of my 
time to this project, but I believe it is an investment I am called by the Lord to make.  These interviews are 
not about chastising or judging.  I earnestly want to know what Catholic families think about Church and how 
they see the Church in the life of their family.  Genuine communication is about listening as speaking – dia-
logue. 
 
I would ask that we as parish community pray for the success of this project – Come to the Table.  I also want 
to challenge all of us who come faithfully to the Lord’s Table to reach out to others and invite them to the Ta-
ble.  This is what it means to be an evangelizing community. 
 
       - Fr. Bill Conway 

Reflections 
From the Pastor 

“Whenever you gather in my Name 
 do this in memory of Me!” 

- Jesus of Nazareth 
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"Cada vez que se reúnen en mi nombre 
haced esto en memoria de mí! "  

- Jesús de Nazaret  
 
 El otro día se me ocurrió sintonizar una entrevista con el Cardenal George hablando de la campaña 
de Católicos Regresen a Casa. Él estaba hablando de la caída en asistencia a la iglesia por los católicos de 
América. En ese debate se refirió a algo que resonó en mí. Los estudios han demostrado que los jóvenes 
católicos que asisten regularmente a Misa a través de los años de la universidad a la edad de veintitrés años, 
seguirá participando activamente en la Misa en los próximos años. En otras palabras, es fundamental que 
los jóvenes adultos católicos sigan participando en la vida de la Iglesia.  
 Desde la Navidad he estado tomando el tiempo para ver algunos datos demográficos de la parro-
quia, así como nuestra situación financiera. También he pasado tiempo orando por lo que estoy viendo, así 
como lo que escuché de las sesiones de escucha parroquia. Aunque me preocupa acerca de las finanzas de 
la parroquia, estoy mucho más preocupado por el número de familias registradas que no ven y únete a la 
comunidad en la Mesa del Señor el domingo. El registro de la parroquia Divino Salvador dice que tiene ca-
si 1.800 familias. Sin embargo, tanto la asistencia a misa y el apoyo de la Iglesia cuenta una historia muy 
diferente. En la actualidad, Divino Salvador tiene alrededor de 850 familias - las familias activas.  
 También he tenido tiempo de mirar en nuestro programa de Educación Religiosa. Hay un poco más 
de 400 estudiantes (200 familias). A partir del año pasado cada una de ellas dio un giro en el domingo de 
10:00 liturgia. Lo que he observado es que sólo alrededor del 30% al grado llega a la misa, a pesar de que la 
fecha aparece en el calendario y los catequistas realizar llamadas de recordatorio de teléfono. Lo que estoy 
viendo y me parece preocupante es que en algún lugar hay una desconexión. Las familias es bueno de tener 
a sus hijos llegan a la clase de catecismo, pero no ven la conexión entre el aula y la misa se solía decir que 
"la familia que reza unida, permanece unida".  
 Como pastor, yo soy responsable de la vida espiritual del pueblo de Divino Salvador. Esto es algo 
que tomamos muy en serio. Ha sido por esta razón por la que inició las sesiones de música como un medio 
importante para conocer a todos ustedes y para entender mejor las necesidades espirituales de la comunidad 
parroquial. Es difícil de pastorear una comunidad si no se sabe quienes han sido enviados al pastor.  
 Teniendo esto en mente, me han puesto en marcha un proyecto para reunirse individualmente con 
cada familia que tiene un hijo en Divino Salvador del programa de Formación Religiosa. En los próximos 
seis meses que ha programado el tiempo (sesiones de 15 minutos) para reunirse con los padres. En primer 
lugar, veo que estas entrevistas como una manera de tener una mejor comprensión de nuestras familias y 
para escuchar lo que la Iglesia significa para ellos. El objetivo es que todas las familias en el programa de 
educación religiosa parroquial que participan en la misa del domingo Por lo tanto, el nombre de este pro-
yecto es llegar a la mesa.  
 Obviamente para mí para reunirse con más de 200 familias durante los próximos seis meses es in-
vertir una gran parte de mi tiempo a este proyecto, pero creo que es una inversión que estoy llamado por el 
Señor para hacer. Estas entrevistas no son para castigar o juzgar. Yo sinceramente quiero saber lo que las 
familias católicas piensan de la Iglesia y cómo ven a la Iglesia en la vida de su familia. La comunicación 
auténtica es escuchar como hablar - el diálogo.  
 Quisiera pedir que la comunidad parroquial como orar por el éxito de este proyecto - Ven a la mesa.  
También quiero desafiar a todos los que vienen fielmente a la mesa del Señor para llegar a otros e invitarlos 
a la Mesa. Esto es lo que significa ser una comunidad evangelizadora.  
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Building Our 
Church Community 

 

Parish Meeting Report 
 

 On Monday, January 24, sixty-five members of Divine Savior attended the parish 
meeting to learn the needs, hopes and concerns that were revealed at our Listening Sessions. 
Fifty-three of the attendees indicated interest in meeting in small groups to prioritize and ad-
dress many of these issues. Many thanks to all of you! 
 For those who were unable to attend: the information on the needs, hopes and con-
cerns of our parish and on the small groups that were formed to address them will soon be 
printed and made available to all. Perhaps when you have the opportunity to look it over, you 
too will feel the Spirit call you to become more active and involved in our church commu-
nity. You will be most welcome! 

THIRD SUNDAY 
BOOK DISCUSSION   

 
Please join us on February 20 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss Year of Wonders, by Geraldine Brooks. This historical 
novel, inspired by a true story, is set in a small English village that is struck by plague in the year 1666. The 
novel examines the toll the disease takes, not only in terms of those who died, but in the lives of the survi-
vors as well. 
  
To participate, please register with Tracy O’Brien in the parish office, 630-969-1532 ext. 21. Year of 
Wonders is on hold at the Downers Grove Public Library. Ask for the Third Sunday selection at the cir-
culation desk. 
 
Upcoming selections include, for March 20, Tattoos on the Heart: the Power of Boundless Compassion, by 
Greg Boyle. On April 10 (a week earlier than usual to avoid meeting on Palm Sunday) we will discuss Jesus 
Today: a Spirituality of Radical Freedom, by Albert Nolan. 
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 Please welcome our new parishioners 
and their families: 
 

Raymond Anderson 
Donald & Karen Collins 

Eleanor Dusza 
Richard Kaczmarek 

Theresa Mosby 
Maureen Nugent 

James & Gloria Skozinski 
Eleanore Tshulos 

Verl & Angelica Van Dyke 

 Catechists — A catechist formation 
meeting is being held this Thursday, Febru-
ary 10 at 7:00 p.m. in the Pastoral Center.  
Our guest speaker is David Spesia who 
oversees new evangelization in the Diocese.  
All catechists are expected to attend this 
presentation. 

 Thank you so much for your wonder-
ful support of this year’s Grand Raffle!  Due 
to the generosity of school families, parish-
ioners, and Divine Savior support, we real-
ized a profit of almost $36,000 for St. Jo-
seph School!  Divine Savior parishioners 
purchased over $8,800 worth of tickets, and 
in turn, we have issued Divine Savior a 
check for $2,200 (25%) for their ministries.  
A win-win for all!  God Bless everyone on 
their hard work. 
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Goal:  To touch the 
hearts of 120 seniors by 
your generosity and the 

help of the Peer Ministers 
and teens of Divine Savior. 

A Box of Love is a simple box filled with basic items that 
people in our own community are without:  warm beverages, 

toiletries, toothpaste, and other items. The Boxes of Love will then 
be donated to Humanitarian Services. 

 
This weekend, February 5-6, please 

stop at the tables in the Narthex 
to pick up one or more cards listing items to donate. 

We are relying on the generosity of our parish community 
for the success of Boxes of Love! 

 
Donated items will be collected by Youth Ministry 

at tables in the Narthex after Masses 
this weekend and next weekend. 

 
Donations may also be dropped off 

during the week at the Parish Office. 
 

Thank you for your support! 

SPONSORED BY YOUTH MINISTRY 
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 Father Bill will present Sin, “Hazards 
Along the Journey” at our next meeting on Tues-
day, February 8th,  at 7:00 p.m. Usually, our meet-
ings are in the rectory basement (entrance on the 
eastside of the building) unless otherwise noted.  Re-
member, everyone is invited to join our journey and 
may attend selected sessions or the whole journey.  
Hope you’ll be there. 
 

Tuesday, February 8: 
Sin 
“Hazards Along the Journey” 
Presenter:  Father Bill 
 
Tuesday, February 15: 
The Church, “People of the Journey” 
Presenter:  Mark Hoffmeyer 
 
Tuesday, February 22: 
Sacramentals & Devotions 
Presenter:  Bob Spiewak 
 
Tuesday, March 1 
Death, Judgment, Heaven & Hell 
“Goal of the Journey” 
Presenter:  Bob Spiewak 

We would like to offer our deepest sympathy to the 
following families: 

 
 
Therese Carter who passed away 
on January 25, 2011 and whose 
funeral mass was celebrated on -
Saturday, January 29, 2011. 
 
 
 

Virginia Folta who passed away 
on January 26, 2011 and whose 
funeral mass was celebrated on 
Monday, January 31, 2011. 
 
 
Please remember all of them in your prayers and 
pray also that their families may receive the Lord’s 
consolation in their time of need. 

GOD’S CALL 
 The person who has been “saved,” who has 
“heard the good news of salvation,” still lives in an 
unsaved world, a world sadly oblivious to the pres-
ence of God. Today’s readings outline how the dis-
ciple is present in the world.   The outline begins 
with Isaiah: “Share your bread . . . shelter the op-
pressed . . . clothe the naked” (Isaiah 58:7). Those 
who hear the word of salvation are not insensitive to 
the urgent needs of others. Then Paul reminds his 
flock that he brought Christ to them not in elo-
quence or wisdom, but by being with them in the 
“weakness and fear” of their daily lives (1 Corin-
thians 2:3). Finally, Jesus tells his disciples to go out 
into the gloom and darkness of the streets of the 
world and let God’s light shine through their good 
deeds.  We disciples don’t save the world. To the 
extent, however, that we have heard the word of 
God and been awakened to God’s presence, we may 
spread that word and bring that presence to others. 
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Total Weekly 
Contributions January 24, 2011 
E-Giving 

 
$10,885.22 

703.00 

Capital Improvements (Blue En-
velopes) 
 

670.00 
 

 Please remember the good works of our Par-
ish in your will.  Contact Fr. Conway for informa-
tion on how you can accomplish this. 

 We have mailed statements of contributions 
received by December 31st, 2010 to all parishioners 
Please do not call the office as we are unable to give 
this information over phone. If you did not receive 
your statement or require a more detailed statement 
please e-mail Sue Hartig at sue@divinesavior.net.   

 

 Scuppers and downspouts 
$1,650 

 

Rectory Water Heater $600 

 

Remainder—Scuppers and 
downspouts 
$3,525 

 

Tuck pointing and  
Masonry  Work  
$17,640 

Total $23,415 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 The weekend of February 12/13 our diocese will 
take up a collection for the Catholic Home Missions 
Appeal. Catholic Home Missions is committed to pro-
viding poorer dioceses in the United States with the sup-
port they need to sustain essential pastoral care. Over the 
years, the Appeal has supported religious education, 
evangelization, youth ministry, seminarian education, 
and ministry training in mission dioceses in Alaska, Ap-
palachia, the Southwest—all across the United States—
as well as in Puerto Rico and U.S. territories in the Pa-
cific islands. This important work is made possible 
through your generosity to this yearly Appeal.  One tan-
gible way to strengthen the Church is through vibrant 
youth ministry programs in dioceses and parishes. 
Through youth ministry, young Catholics are evangel-
ized, catechized, trained in leadership roles, and encour-
aged for religious vocations. The young faithful energize 
the Church and provide a unique vision for the future. 
Without the Catholic Home Missions Appeal, this essen-
tial ministry would not be possible in many mission dio-
ceses in the United States. 
 Last year, our diocese donated $ 229,526.93 to 
the Catholic Home Missions.  I ask that you be generous 
in this year’s Appeal.  As we continue to recover from  
the economic downturn, it is important to remember our 
Catholic brothers and sisters in the United States whose 
dioceses are financially fragile even in the best of times. 
The Church in the United States needs our support. To-
gether, we can strengthen the Church at home. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Most Rev. Joseph M. Siegel 
Diocesan Administrator 
Auxiliary Bishop 
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Some good Catholics may think they 
do not have much to share about 
their faith.  Even though they are 

devoted, and may think they do not 
know enough to evangelize, but that 
is a mistaken notion.  Evangelization 
is about acknowledging God's love 

for us, sharing that love with others 
and helping those in need.  Stewards 

are also evangelizers in the 
work of building up the Church. 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS: 
Nicholas Leamy—Navy, Okinawa 
 

Greg Jablonski—Army, Iraq 
 

Jeremiah Curtis—Taji, Iraq 
 

Nicholas Zefeldt—Army, Afghanistan 
 

Joe Giltug—Army, Afghanistan 

 

Calven Ourrun—Air Force, Afghanistan 
 

David Leamy—Army, Kuwait 
 

Gerardo Serriteno—Army, Afghanistan 
 
 

Tiffany Nicole Vicha—Army, Iraq 

 If you have family members currently serv-
ing in any branch of the Armed Forces overseas, we 
would like to include their names in our weekly bul-
letin so that parishioners could include them in their 
prayers.  Please submit their names with branch of 
service to bulletin@divinesavior.net.  Please notify 
us when the service person returns home. 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Gn 1:1-19; Mk 6:53-56 
Tuesday: Gn 1:20 — 2:4a; Mk 7:1-13 
Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Mk 7:14-23 
Thursday: Gn 2:18-25; Mk 7:24-30 
Friday:  Gn 3:1-8; Mk7:31-37 
Saturday: Gn 3:9-24; Mk 8:1-10 
Sunday: Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119; 1 Cor 2:6-10;  
  Mt 5:17-37 [20-22a, 27-28, 33-34a,  
  37] 

 
 

God does not ask you to 
be successful: God does 
ask you to be faithful. 

Put your vocation 
ahead of your career.  

     

Saturday, February 12 
 5:00 PM 

 

Father Conway Brooke Buresch 
Payton Buresch 

Chris John 
Marilyn John 
Lynn Thomas 
Kathy Hamilton 
Maryann Gogola 

Paul Jara 

Saturday, February 12 
6:30 PM 

(Spanish Mass) 

Father Conway    

Sunday, February 13 
8:00 AM 

Father Conway Allison Hietpas 
Reevan Mosnteiro 
Ryan Monteiro 

Ginny Munson 
Carl Lambiasi 
Donna Clavey 
Roy Clavey 
George Koltz 
Janice Walters 
Helen Bienik 

Jeanne Topic 

Sunday, February 13 
10:00 AM 

Father Conway Mara Alvarez 
Patrick Gurdiel 
Jami Leach 

Traci Leach 
Sally Thomas 
Megan Clavey 
Kim Moustis 
Jan Moon 
Geri Parker 
Margaret Panatera 

Confirmation 

Sunday, February 13 
11:30 AM 

Father Conway Brendan O’Sullivan 
Michael Dizon 
Matthew Santie 

Bridget O’Sullivan 
Mary O’Sullivan 
Joan Deutschmann 
Alice Henson 

Joann Halpin 

February 6, 2011 
Holy Bible 
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Monday, February 7, 2011 

Legion of Mary 
Prayer Blanket Ministry 

7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

CR 
PC 

Tuesday, February 8, 2011 

Baby Boomer Meeting 
RCIA 

7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

PC 
RB 

Wednesday, February 9, 2011 
Religious Education C [10] 
Religious Education C [10] 
Come to the Table Meeting 
Contemporary Choir 

4:00 PM 
6:30 PM 
6:30 PM 
7:30 PM 

PC 
PC 

FBO 
C 

Thursday, February 10, 2011 
Catechist Formation Meeting #3 
Traditional Choir 

7:00 PM 
7:30 PM 

PC 
C 

Friday, February 11, 2011 

Children’s Choir 4:00 PM PC 

Saturday, February 12, 2011 

Boxes of Love Returns 
Home Mission Collection 
AA Meeting 
Psalms Bible Study 
Marriage Prep. 

 
 

7:00 AM 
9:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

N/MSR 
M 

PC 
PC 
RB 

Boxes of Love Returns 
Home Mission Collection 
Confirmation [8] 
Baptism Workshop 2 
Altar Server Installation 
Boxes of Love Sorting 
Youth Ministry Gathering 

 
 

9:30 AM 
11:00 AM 
11:30 AM 

2:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

N/MSR 
M 

PC 
CR 
M 

PC 
PC 

Sunday, February 13, 2011 

Monday, Feb. 7-Weekday 

  8:30 AM— 



David Swan 

Tuesday, Feb. 8-Weekday 

  8:30 AM— 


Evelyn Filipowicz 

Wednesday, Feb. 9-Weekday 

  8:30 AM— 


Betty & Alfio Como 

Thursday, Feb. 10-Saint Scholastica, virgin 

  8:30 AM— 



Conrad Jawor 
Theodore Jawor 

Friday, Feb. 11-Weekday 

  8:30 AM— 


Margaret D’Onofrio-Arens 

Saturday, Feb. 12-Vigil: Sixth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
  5:00 PM— 
  6:30 PM— 

Patricia Wasz 
For the People of God 

  8:00 AM—   
10:00 AM—  
11:30 AM— 






Rose Suerth 
Chuck Widrlechner 
Hugh Cunningham 

Sunday, Feb. 13-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

KEY:  A=Away; C=Church; CR=Conference Room; 
FBO =Fr. Bill’s Ofc.; G=Grounds; M=Mass;  

MSR=Mother Seton Room; N=Narthex;  
PC=Pastoral Center; RB=Rectory Basement 



 
 
The Parish Office is open Monday-Wednesday from 8:00 AM -  
8:30 PM (closed 12:30 to 1:00), Thursday  from 8:00 AM –2:30 PM 
(closed 12:30 to 1:00).  Friday 9:00 AM—1:00 PM. Closed on 
Saturday and Sunday. 
 
PARISH OFFICE: 6700 Main Street 
   Downers Grove, IL 60516-2799 
   630-969-1532 
   FAX:  630-969-1724           
   e-mail  -  Parish@divinesavior.net 
 
Fr. William J. Conway, Pastor,  ext. 24 
 FrBillConway@divinesavior.net 
Rev. Robert E. Pietras, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon Paul Newey, Pastoral Associate, ext. 25   
 DeaconPaul@divinesavior.net 
Rosemary Bleuher, Director of Adult Enrichment, ext. 28 
 Rosemary@divinesavior.net 
Megan Hassinger, Director of Music, ext. 34 
 Megan@divinesavior.net 
Janet Alikpala, Associate Director of Music, ext. 34 
 Janet@divinesavior.net 
Daniel Garcia, Custodian, ext. 21   
 Parish@divinesavior.net 
Susan Hartig, Business Manager, ext. 23 
 Sue@divinesavior.net 
Tracy O’Brien, Parish Secretary, ext. 21
 Tracy@divinesavior.net 
Gloria Pirkins, Evening Secretary, ext. 21 
 Gloria@divinesavior.net 
Dee Sinclair, Facilities Manager, ext. 21   
 Dee@divinesavior.net 
 
 

 
 
The Religious Education office is open Monday—Thursday 8:30 
a.m. until 4:30 p.m. and during class times on Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE:   
  630-969-1673   
  FAX:  630-969-0201 
  e-mail  -  ReligiousEd@divinesavior.net 

 
Mark Hoffmeyer, Director of Religious Formation, ext. 32  
 Mark@divinesavior.net 
Linda Burke, Administrative Assistant/Registrar,— ext. 31    
 Linda@divinesavior.net 
Cathi Loris, Program Coordinator, Grades 1-8—ext. 30 
 Cathi@divinesavior.net 
Cheryl Steed, Program Preschool Coordinator—ext. 29 
 Cheryl@divinesavior.net 
 
 

ADDITIONAL E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 Office:  Parish@divinesavior.net 
 Bulletin:  Bulletin@divinesavior.net 
 Religious Ed: ReligiousEd@divinesavior.net 
 Lectors:  Lectors@divinesavior.net 
 Eucharist Min.: EM@divinesavior.net 
 Servers:  Servers@divinesavior.net 
 
 
WEB SITE: 
  http://www.divinesavior.net 

MASS SCHEDULE      
 MONDAY-FRIDAY:   8:30 AM  
 SATURDAY:    5:00 PM   
      6:30 PM  (Spanish Mass) 
 SUNDAY:    8:00 AM  
    10:00 AM 
    11:30 AM 
 
 HOLY DAY SCHEDULE 
 Mass of anticipation the 
      Evening before    7:00 PM 
 Holy day     7:30 AM     
    12:00 Noon 
       
 
RECONCILIATION/CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
  SATURDAY:          3:30-4:40 PM and by appointment 
 
PARISH REGISTRATION 
  Stop in the Parish Office during regular business hours to register as  
   a Divine Savior Parishioner. 
 

BAPTISMS 
   Once a month at special Baptism Service. Arrangements must be 
made two months in advance. Parental preparation requires registration 
in the Parish, active Saturday or Sunday participation in Parish Worship 
and attendance at Baptismal Preparation meetings.  Please call the office 
to make arrangements. 
 
 
MARRIAGES 
  Arrangements for celebration of marriage must be made with the  
 Pastor at least six months in advance.  Weddings are not 
 scheduled on Sundays. 
 
 
COMMUNION FOR THE HOMEBOUND 
  Ministers of Care are available to bring Communion to the 
 homebound. Please call Parish Office. 
 
RCIA 
  Anyone seeking information about becoming a fully participating 
 member of the Catholic Faith should contact the Parish 
 Office.  Classes begin in September. 


