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We believe that we are saved through the grace of 

the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they. 
  - Peter:  Acts of the Apostles 15:11 

During these 50 days of Easter the Church takes time to reflect on what Christ calls the 
Church to be.  To help the Church in its reflection time is taken to read and reflect on the 
Acts of the Apostles that chronicles the struggle of the early Church in coming to under-
stand what it means to be church in light of the resurrection. 
 

It is clear from the New Testament that Jesus did not leave a clear road map for his disciples to follow.  Ini-
tially they thought of themselves as simply another sect within Judaism.  One needs to remember that Juda-
ism in the time Jesus was as diverse as Christianity is today.  Only gradually, especially after the final de-
struction of Jerusalem by Romans in 70 A. D., did the early followers of Jesus see themselves as something 
different and distinct from Judaism. 
 
Because, as is clear from the gospels, Jesus was an observant Jew who participated both in the life of the 
synagogue and the temple, many of his early followers believed that those who are not Jewish (goyim) but 
wanted to join the disciples of the Way had to first embrace fully the practices of Judaism.  They were teach-
ing that before entering the community gentiles needed to undergo circumcision and observe all of the dietary 
laws of Torah. 
 
Paul and his companion, Barnabas, strongly objected.  So bitter was the dispute that they decided to go to Je-
rusalem and put the matter before the other apostles and presbyters.  Hence it is in Acts (15), the text of to-
day’s first reading, that we have the account of the first ecumenical council of the Church, the Council of Je-
rusalem.  At the end of the debate Peter in the name of those gathered, apostles (bishops?) and presbyters 
(priests?), speaks giving the decision of the Council.  Paul and Barnabas prevail. 
 
In reflecting on the account of the Council of Jerusalem, one sees two important issues:  the issue of authority 
and the issue of culture.  Two thousand years later they are still important and critical issues within the 
Church. 
 
Regarding authority one sees a collegial spirit within the leadership of the early Church.  Authority is not 
from the top down (hierarchial) rather it is concentric with Christ at the center.  Peter in union with the other 
apostles speaks for the group (collegiality).  It might be said in the collegial understanding of authority within 
the Church Peter is “first among equals”.  The question of papal authority and collegiality remains to this 
day a bone of contention. 
 
The other issue is that of culture and its relationship to the gospel.  A survey of the church’s history through 
the ages reveals that there has always been a bias toward equating the gospel with the dominant culture in 
which it is proclaimed.  The result has been unfortunately the exclusion of some.  Pope Paul VI in his apos-
tolic exhortation, Evangelization in the Modern World, in the spirit of the first Council of the Church, the 
Council of Jerusalem, makes quite clear the point that the gospel transcends culture.  And while God reveals 
Himself through human history and culture, neither can ever fully capture the essence of God.  While He is 
present in our history and in our cultural experience, He transcends both. 
 
                                                                         - Fr. Bill Conway 

Reflections 
From the Pastor 
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Durante estos 50 dias de la Pascua, la iglesia toma un tiempo para reflexionar sobre lo que Cristo queria que 
la Iglesia fuera. Para ayudar a la iglesia en este tiempo de reflexion, hay que leer las cronicas de los Actos de 
los Apostoles acerca de cuando el comienzo de la Iglesia al entender el significado de la iglesia en la luz de la 
resurrecion. 
 
Es claro que en el Nuevo testamento Jesus no dejo un mapa claro para que sus dispulos se guiaran de el. Ini-
cialmente pensaron de sí mismos como si ellos fueran simplemente otra secta dentro de judaísmo. Uno debe 
recordar que el judaísmo en el tiempo de Jesús fue tan diverso como la cristiandad es hoy. Fue que hasta 
gradualmente, especialmente después de la destrucción final de Jerusalén por romanos en 70 A. D., que los 
primeros seguidores de Jesús vieran en si mismos que eran algo diferente y distinto que el Judaismo. 
 
Porque, como es claro en los evangelios, Jesús fue un judío atento que participó en la vida de la sinagoga y el 
templo de esta religion, y muchos de sus seguidores tempranos creyeron que los que no eran judíos (goyim) 
pero quisieron ser parte de los discípulos de la Manera tuvieron que aceptar primero completamente las prác-
ticas de judaísmo. Ellos fueron enseñados que antes de entrar a los gentiles de la comunidad debieron experi-
mentar circuncisión y seguir todas las leyes dietéticas de Torá (Torah). 
 
Paul y su compañero, Barnabas, totalmente estaba en desacuerdo. Entonces amarga fue la disputa que de-
cidieron ir a Jerusalén y poner el asunto frente los otros apóstoles y presbíteros. Es por eso que ahi está en Ac-
tos (15), el texto de lectura primera de hoy, que tenemos la cuenta del primer concilio ecuménico de la Igle-
sia, el Concilio de Jerusalén. Al final del debate, Pedro hablo en nombre de todos aquellos que se reunieron 
apóstoles (obispos)? y presbíteros (sacerdotes) y hablo sobre la decisión del Concilio. Paul y Barnabas 
prevalecieron y la decision estuvo de acuerdo con Paul y Barnabas. 
 
Al reflexionar sobre el coincilio de Jerusalem, uno puede ver dos aspectos importantes sobre este mismo: El 
problema de autoridad y el problema de cultura.  Dosmil años despues, estos dos problemas siguen siendo 
importantes y criticos dentro de la iglesia. 
 
Con referencia a la autoridad, uno ve el espiritu colegial dentro del liderazgo de la Iglesia que apenas empez-
aba. La autoridad no viene de arriba hacia abajo (jerarquico) más bien es concéntrico con Cristo en el centro. 
En el caso de Pedro sobre la unión con los otros apóstoles habla por el grupo de manera colectiva (la colegi-
alidad). Quizás sea dicho en la comprensión colegial (colectiva) de la autoridad dentro de la Iglesia que Pedro 
es "primero entre todos iguales". La pregunta de la autoridad y la colegialidad papal se queda actualmente 
como una manzana de la discordia. 
 
El otro problema es sobre la cultura y esta relacion con el evangelio. Una inspección de la historia de la igle-
sia despues de un tiempo revela que siempre ha habido una tendencia hacia igualar el evangelio con la cultura 
dominante en la que es proclamado. El resultado ha sido desafortunadamente la exclusión de algunos. El Papa 
Paul VI en su exhortación apostólica, la Evangelización en el Mundo Moderno, en el espíritu del primer Con-
cilio de la Iglesia, el Concilio de Jerusalén, las marcas vacían bastante el punto que el evangelio sobrepasa la 
cultura. Y mientras Dios se revela por la historia y las culturas humanas, ninguno jamás puede captar comple-
tamente la esencia de Dios. Mientras, es presente en nuestra historia y en nuestra experiencia cultural, El so-
brepasa los dos. 
 

                                                                         - P. Guillermo Conway 

Nosotros creemos que estamos salvados por la 
gracia de nuestro  

Senor Jesus, de la misma manera que ellos. 
 - Pedro:  Actos de los Apostoles 15:11 
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 We would like to invite all of you to the Sen-
ior Social Club meeting this Tuesday, May 10 at 
1:00 PM in the Pastoral Center.  We will be celebrat-
ing “Derby Days.”  Each person should bring 4 
quarters.  Refreshments will be provided.  Hope to 
see you there! 

 As a reminder, effective June 6, 2010, we 
will go to a new Sunday Mass schedule:  
   8:00 AM 
   10:00 AM 
   11:30 AM 

 A very Happy Mothers Day to all of the 
mothers of our Religious Education students! 
 Registration materials for the 2010-2011 
school year have been mailed for the Preschool-
Grade 8 classes.  Please take the time to carefully re-
view these materials before you register, since a lot of 
important information about the upcoming year is 
included.    
 If you are a “returning” family, you may ei-
ther mail the forms back or attend our walk-in regis-
tration this Monday, May 10th, from 1:30-7:00 p.m. 
in the Blessed Pope John XXIII Pastoral Center 
(Parish Center).  New families to the Program must 
attend the walk-in registration or meet separately 
with our registrar Linda Burke.   
 If you have not received your registration ma-
terials, or if you have any questions regarding regis-
tration, please contact Linda at (630) 969-1673 ext. 
31. 

 We look forward to you joining us for our 
end-of-the-year gathering this Wednesday, May 
12th, at 6:30 p.m. in the Pastoral Center.  Come and 
spend time sharing your experiences of the year and 
enjoying each other’s company.  Please remember 
to bring your completed evaluation forms with you. 
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The Catholic Ministries Appeal will be concluding in our parish soon.  Through this weekend, we have 
raised $16,867 toward our goal of $60,677.  Participating in the life of our Diocesan Church through 
your contribution is key to all our efforts.  If you have not joined with thousands of others in giving to 
this important mission, please do so today. 

2010 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal 
Diocese of Joliet 
 

 

“The church prefers the 
medicine of mercy 
rather than that 

of severity.” 
 

“Listen to everything, 
forget much, 

correct a little. 
Unity in necessary things, 

freedom in doubtful things, 
charity in all things.” 

 
- Blessed Pope John XXIII 
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Please keep Father Robert Sum in your prayers.  He 
was recently diagnosed with colon and rectal can-
cer.  He is currently undergoing treatment and we 
pray for his speedy recovery.  If you would like to 
send him a get well card, his address is: 
 

  St. Procopius Abbey 
  5601 College Road 
  Lisle, IL  60532-4463 
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Total Weekly 
Contributions 5/2/10 

$11,590.21 

Blue Envelopes 
(Development Fund) 

50.00 

Please remember the good works of our Parish in 
your will.  Contact Fr. Conway for information on 
how you can accomplish this. 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
 
 Presently the Finance Council is working 
on next year’s parish budget.  Divine Savior has 
felt the effects of the recession, just as most of 
you in your households.  While $720,000 was 
budgeted for this year’s parish Sunday collec-
tions (2009-10), the actual amount projected for 
this year will be $679,611.  Comparing that 
amount to what was received in the prior fiscal 
year (2008-09), being $705,551, this year’s col-
lections have come in approximately $26,000 
short, meaning that while we averaged $13,869 
per Sunday as compared to the prior year, we 
came in $500 short each Sunday. 
 
 This fall we will do the Diocesan Stew-
ardship Program to raise the Sunday offerings as 
well as other income of the parish (e.g., Devel-
opment Fund – Blue Envelopes).  Hopefully we 
will be able to bring our collections up at least 
$52,000+ in the coming year. 
 
 I am very grateful to everyone who in this 
difficult economic time has continued to be gen-
erous in their offerings each and every Sunday, 
and I am aware that for some to do so has meant 
a personal sacrifice.  But if I may, could I per-
haps suggest putting in your Sunday envelope 
$1 more per Sunday, which would definitely 
bring us in line with the amount of money that 
we need per week for operating costs. 
 
   Fr. Bill Conway 

DIVINE SAVIOR PARISH 
PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE 

MOTHER’S DAY 
FLOWER SALE 

 
May 8th and 9th 

After all the Masses 
In the Narthex 

 
$2 for a Single Rose 

$5 for a 3-Rose Bouquet 
 

All proceeds benefit Pro-Life 
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The decision of the Council of Jerusalem 
pushed the Jewish Christian community 

to the edge of its comfort zone.  
Nevertheless, the leaders of the Church 
were confident that their decision was 

the will of God, shown them by the Holy 
Spirit.  Let us rejoice that God 
loves us so much that he has 

given us the Holy Spirit to guide 
us.  We seek the Spirit's guidance in 
living our lives of good Stewardship. 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS: 
Mark Lara—Marines, Iraq 

 

Nicholas Leamy—Navy, Okinawa 
 

Greg Jablonski—Army, Iraq 
 

Steve Baker—Army, Afghanistan 
 

Jeremiah Curtis—Taji, Iraq 
 

Nicholas Zefeldt—Army, Afghanistan 
 

Joe Giltug—Army, Afghanistan 
 

Claven Ourrum—Air Force, Afghanistan 

 If you have family members currently 
serving in any branch of the Armed Forces over-
seas, we would like to include their names in 
our weekly bulletin so that parishioners could 
include them in their prayers.  Please submit 
their names with branch of service to bulle-
tin@divinesavior.net.  Please notify us when the 
service person returns home. 

 If you’re looking for a club whose sole pur-
pose is to meet fellow parishioners and just have fun 
and socialize you’ll surely want to join this club. I 
have been talking about this club now for several 
months with numerous parishioners and they all 
voiced very positive comments and are anxious to 
see this club start so now’s the time.   
 We’re looking for those parishioners that 
belong to either the Industrial or Baby Boomer or 
Tweener Generations. For those of you that are 
wondering what the Tweener Generation is it’s 
those of us that were born near the end of one gen-
eration and near the start of the next generation.   
 We would meet the third Tuesday of each 
Month from 7:00pm until 9:00pm in the parish cen-
ter. For the first meeting we would introduce each 
other and list our activities of interest, such as, card 
and board games, showing videos, going out for 
dinner, etc. It would be expected that everyone vol-
unteer to host a monthly activity. If you’re inter-
ested in joining our club or have any questions 
please email me at david.brockmann@rrd.com and 
put BABY BOOMER CLUB in the subject line or 
you can call me at home at (630) 960-1045 after 
6:30pm. Please respond as soon as possible. The 
first meeting is currently scheduled for May 18th 

with subsequent meetings scheduled through No-
vember 15, 2011.     
 I look forward to hearing from all of you in 
the very near future.  
 

  Sincerely, 
 
  David Brockmann 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
 Some have asked about Mass intentions for 
the 7:00 AM and 8:30 AM Sunday Masses.  Begin-
ning June 1, Mass intentions already scheduled 
will be combined into one intention at the 8:00 AM 
Mass.  If you want further information, please con-
tact Tracy O’Brien at the Parish Office. 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Acts 16:11-15; Jn 15:26 — 16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34; Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47; Eph 1:17-23 or  
  Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23; Lk 24:46-53  
  (for Ascension) or Acts 18:1-8; Jn  
  16:16-20 
Friday:  Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Jn 15:9-17 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28; Jn 16:23b-28 
Sunday: Acts 7:55-60; Ps 97; Rv 22:12-14,  
  16-17, 20; Jn 17:20-26 or (for  
  Ascension) Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47; Eph  
  1:17- 23 or Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23;  
  Lk 24:46-53 

 
 

It is not that talents 
add up to a vocation; 
but that a Vocation 

brings talents. 
The Spirit of God 
lives within you! 

     

Saturday, May 15 
 5:00 PM 

 

Father Conway Grace Januszewski 
Payton Buresch 
Brooke Buresch 

Chris John 
Marilyn John 
Sally Thomas 
Norma Jean Wall 

Geri Parker 

Sunday, May 16 
7:00 AM 

Father Conway Carolyn Heinrich Donna Clavey 
Roy Clavey 
Carl Lambiasi 
Helen Bienik 

Ginny Munson 

Sunday, May 16 
8:30 AM 

Father Pietras Kevin Purackel 
Nicole Nowak 
Michelle Nowak 

Frank Frodyma 
Janice Walters 
Art Leamy 
Rosanne Widrlechner 
Merecedes Selvarajan 

Dave Gallagher 

Sunday, May 16 
10:00 AM 

Father Conway Kacey Ford 
Reevan Monteiro 
Ryan Monteiro 

Fe Asuncion 
Paul Jara 
Susan Larson 
Kathy Perez 
Jan Moon 
Donna Dhein 
Jim Socha 

Chuck Elly 

Sunday, May 16 
11:30 AM 

TBA Michael O’Sullivan 
Michael Dizon 
Patrick Gurdiel 

Eric Dizon 
Bridget O’Sullivan 
Mary O’Sullivan 
Joan Deutschmann 
Jackie Griffith 

Joann Halpin 

Saturday, May 15 
6:30 PM 

(Spanish Mass) 

Father Conway    
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Monday, May 10, 2010 
Senior Social Meeting 
Religious Ed. Registration 
Festival Planning 
Lay Apostle Prayer Group 

1:00 PM 
1:30 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

PC 
PC 

R 
PC 

Tuesday, May 11, 2010 
Parish Council Meeting 
RCIA Mystagogia 
Legion of Mary 

7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:30 PM 

R 
PC 
A 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 
Year-end Teacher’s Meeting 
10:00 Choir 

6:30 PM 
7:30 PM 

PC 
C 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 
Listening Session 
8:30 Choir 
 

7:00 PM 
7:30 PM 

 

PC 
C 

 
Friday, May 14, 2010 
Youth Choir Rehearsal 
 

4:00 PM PC 

Saturday, May 15, 2010 
Spanish Baptism Class 10:00 AM CR 

High School Graduation Mass 
High School Graduation Brunch 

10:00 AM 
11:00 AM 

M 
PC 

Sunday, May 16, 2010 

Monday, May 10-Easter Weekday 

  8:30 AM— = 
= 
 

Mimi Renella 
Dorothy Catalano 

Tuesday, May 11-Easter Weekday 

  8:30 AM— = 
= 

Roy Putlack 
Frank Keller 

Wednesday, May 12-Easter Weekday 

  8:30 AM— = 
 

Michael Willer 

Thursday, May 13-The Ascension of the Lord 

  8:30 AM— =
= 
 

Chuck Widrlechner 
Mac Sheehan 

Friday, May 14-Saint Matthias, apostle 

  8:30 AM— = 
 

Henry Gryzbac 

Saturday, May 15-Vigil: Ascension of the Lord 

  5:00 PM— 
  6:30 PM— 

= Laverne Kappel 
For the People of God 

  7:00 AM—   
  8:30 AM— 
10:00 AM—  
11:30 AM— 

= 
= 
= 
 

Emmanuella Dote 
Anthony J. Guzzaldo 
Jack Wilmes 
Raymond and Alice Gallian 

Sunday, May 16-Ascension of the Lord 

Key:  C=Church; N=Narthex; M=Mass; A=Away; 
PC=Pastoral Center; MSR=Mother Seton Room; 

CR=Conference Room; G=Grounds 



 
 
The Parish Office is open Monday-Wednesday from 9:00 AM -  
8:30 PM, Thursday  from 9:00 AM –2:30 PM.  Friday 9:00 AM—
1:00 PM. Closed on Saturday and Sunday. 
 
PARISH OFFICE: 6700 Main Street 
   Downers Grove, IL 60516-2799 
   630-969-1532 
   FAX:  630-969-1724           
   e-mail  -  Parish@divinesavior.net 
 
Fr. William J. Conway, Pastor, -  ext. 24 
 FrBillConway@divinesavior.net 
Rev. Robert E. Pietras, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon Paul Newey, Pastoral Associate, ext. 25   
 DeaconPaul@divinesavior.net 
Rosemary Bleuher, Director of Adult Enrichment, ext. 28 
 Rosemary@divinesavior.net 
Megan Hassinger, Director of Music, ext. 34 
 Megan@divinesavior.net 
Janet Alikpala, Associate Director of Music, ext. 39 
 Janet@divinesavior.net 
Daniel Garcia, Custodian, ext. 21   
 Parish@divinesavior.net 
Susan Hartig, Business Manager, ext. 23 
 Sue@divinesavior.net 
Tracy O’Brien, Parish Secretary, ext. 21
 Tracy@divinesavior.net 
Gloria Pirkins, Evening Secretary, ext. 21 
 Gloria@divinesavior.net 
Dee Sinclair, Facilities Manager, ext. 21   
 Dee@divinesavior.net 
 
 
 

 
 
The Religious Education office is open Monday—Thursday 8:30 
a.m. until 4:30 p.m. and during class times on Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE:   
  630-969-1673   
  FAX:  630-969-0201 
  e-mail  -  ReligiousEd@divinesavior.net 
 
Mark Hoffmeyer, Director of Religious Formation, ext. 32  
 Mark@divinesavior.net 
Linda Burke, Administrative Assistant/Registrar,— ext. 31    
 Linda@divinesavior.net 
Cathi Loris, Program Coordinator, Grades 1-8—ext. 30 
 Cathi@divinesavior.net 
Cheryl Steed, Program Preschool Coordinator—ext. 29 
 Cheryl@divinesavior.net 
 
 
ADDITIONAL E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 Office:  Parish@divinesavior.net 
 Bulletin:  Bulletin@divinesavior.net 
 Religious Ed: ReligiousEd@divinesavior.net 
 Lectors:  Lectors@divinesavior.net 
 Eucharist Min.: EM@divinesavior.net 
 Servers:  Servers@divinesavior.net 
 
 
WEB SITE: 
  http://www.divinesavior.net 

MASS SCHEDULE      
 MONDAY-FRIDAY:   8:30 AM  
 SATURDAY:    5:00 PM   
      6:30 PM  (Spanish Mass) 
 SUNDAY:    7:00 AM  
      8:30 AM 
    10:00 AM 
    11:30 AM 
 
 HOLY DAY SCHEDULE 
 Mass of anticipation the 
      Evening before    7:00 PM 
 Holy day     7:30 AM     
    12:00 Noon 
       
 
RECONCILIATION/CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
  SATURDAY:          3:30-4:40 PM and by appointment 
 
PARISH REGISTRATION 
  Stop in the Parish Office during regular business hours to register as  
   a Divine Savior Parishioner. 

BAPTISMS 
   Once a month at special Baptism Service. Arrangements must be 
made two months in advance. Parental preparation requires registration 
in the Parish, active Saturday or Sunday participation in Parish Worship 
and attendance at Baptismal Preparation meetings.  Please call the office 
to make arrangements. 
 
 
MARRIAGES 
  Arrangements for celebration of marriage must be made with the  
 Pastor at least six months in advance.  Weddings are not 
 scheduled on Sundays. 
 
 
COMMUNION FOR THE HOMEBOUND 
  Ministers of Care are available to bring Communion to the 
 homebound. Please call Parish Office. 
 
RCIA 
  Anyone seeking information about becoming a fully participating 
 member of the Catholic Faith should contact the Parish 
 Office.  Classes begin in September. 


